
The Baltimore Sun “Backtracks” Articles 

 

© Historical Society of Carroll County 
www.hsccmd.com - (410) 848-6494 - 210 East Main Street, Westminster MD 21157 

Page 1 

 

  
  
  
  
25 Years Ago COMMISSION ON AGING HOLDS FIRST MEETING—The Carroll County Commission on 
Aging held its first meeting on November 27, at the senior Citizens' Center. The entire eleven members 
commission appointed by the County commissioners attended. Col. Frank Swoger, the chairman named 
by the Commissioners, stressed that this is to be a working commission and that there are many projects 
that need to be undertaken in behalf of senior citizens. The group selected six projects that need 
immediate attention. The priorities are (1) transportation (2) nutrition (3) R.S.V.P. (retired senior 
volunteer program) (4) financial and legal assistance (5) Day care and (6) Group homes and public 
housing.The Carroll Record, December 14, 1972. 
  
50 Years Ago MYSTERIOUS FIRE DISCOVERED IN TIME -William Griffin, Jr., Extinguishes Blaze Between 
Warehouse And Garage; Citizens Aroused Over Origin — By too many mysterious fires taking place in 
this city in recent months, our citizens are becoming alarmed and excited. On Saturday night about 
10:30 o'clock William Griffin, Jr., West Main street, discovered a blaze between his garage and Bud 
Shaeffer's warehouse which was promptly put out. Fire investigators from the state investigated and 
found that the origin of the fire was by a firebug. The fire scorched and blistered the Shaeffer 
warehouse, and was started from paper and fire wood surrounded by bricks to keep the fire from going 
out. Officer Abbott of the city police force, also make an investigation. It is of the opinion that who ever 
started the fire, made a quick get away, on seeing Mr. Griffin approach as the three garbage cans were 
upset and the contents strewn over the ground. The fire company was not called as Mr. Griffin 
extinguished the blaze. Democratic Advocate,December , 1947. 
  
75 Years Ago BE CAREFUL IN GATHERING YOUR CHRISTMAS GREENS—This is the season of the year 
when property owners, especially along the highways, should exercise the utmost vigilance in protecting 
their evergreens, holly, running pine, laurel and the like. The gathering of Christmas greens became such 
a serious matter, because of vandalism practiced, that the Legislature of 1918 enacted a special law 
covering the subject. This law makes it a misdemeanor, with a fine of $25.00 or 90 days imprisonment, 
or both, to remove, injure, or destroy any trees or shrubs, without the written consent of the owner, or 
except under his personal direction. The State Board of Forestry is cooperating with land owners in the 
enforcement of this law, and will be glad to furnish, without charge, suitable posters for the protection 
of property to any who may desire them. Democratic Advocate, December 8, 1922. 
  
100 Years Ago Attempted Highway Robbery—On Sunday night last, while a young man named Hayden 
Haines was going from Taneytown to Middleburg, he was stopped by a man under the big bridge on the 
York road, with a demand for money. Haines opened his penknife as the man advanced towards him, 
and cut him on the hands to such an extent that the highwayman gave a yell and departed. There is no 
clue to his identity. American Sentinel, December 11, 1897. 
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