
The Baltimore Sun “Backtracks” Articles 

 

© Historical Society of Carroll County 
www.hsccmd.com - (410) 848-6494 - 210 East Main Street, Westminster MD 21157 

Page 1 

 

  
  
  
  
  
25 Years Ago NO MATTER WHAT OTHERS MAY CLAIM: Community Reporter Is The Paper With The Most 
News Of Mt. Airy—Quite recently a neighboring newspaper, the County Courier, carried a statement 
that their paper had 61% more Mt. Airy news than any other newspaper, including the Community 
Reporter. A close comparison with that paper, measuring inch by inch, indicates what we already knew, 
and that is that the statement made in the Courier is not only grossly unfair, it is definitely untrue. It is 
truly quite difficult to understand why the County (Montgomery) Courier is so interested in news in Mt. 
Airy when it really is outside of their area and the news is already in print in the Community Reporter. 
Do we really need this duplication? The Community Reporter, April 1, 1974. 
  
50 Years Ago COURTESY NIGHT OBSERVED BY MERCHANTS—The importance of courtesy in the 
Westminster shopping center was given emphasis at the "Courtesy Night" meeting held Monday 
evening by members of the Retail Merchants Association when they entertained about 250 employees 
in the Westminster Methodist church. The affair was held in the lecture room of the church with the 
program chairman John R. Byers in charge. Greetings were extended by President A. Willis Wampler, Jr., 
He told the group that the purpose of the meeting was for the employees to become better acquainted 
and more community-minded relative to retail merchandising. Progress in the past 25 years and the use 
of automobiles have changed trends in retailing, he said. Westminster, the county seat, is centrally 
located, has large free parking space and well-stocked stores with comparable merchandise and prices, 
making it a convenient shopping center for a wide area, he declared. Democratic Advocate, April 1, 
1949. 
  
75 Years Ago CAT SHORT CIRCUITS ELECTRIC LINE—On the Jacob W. Dubs farm, near Lineboro, a curious 
incident occurred Friday morning. The Glen Rock Light and Power Company, whose lighting system runs 
across the farm, suffered a bit of inconvenience and loss as the result of the foolish prank of a large 
Maltese cat. The animal climbed one of the poles, to the very top in fact, and came into contact with 
several wires thus causing a short-circuit. The pole was set afire, and several feet of it burned before the 
current was turned off at Glen Rock. Damages were repaired by the Light Company in short order. The 
cat was found hanging over the cross-arm of the pole, partly resting upon the wires, and "dead as a door 
nail," for 11,000 volts had passed through it's body. Democratic Advocate, April 4, 1924. 
  
100 Years Ago The Friday night train to Westminster from Baltimore, to accommodate persons desiring 
to attend the theatre, has been discontinued, because of lack of sufficient patronage. The Railroad 
Company did not give the train a fair trial. Many persons do not attend places of amusement during 
Lent, and the train was started at the very beginning of Lent. Had the train been started the first of 
December the result would have been different. Or, if the train had been continued during April, we 
believe the patronage would pay more than the cost. Democratic Advocate, April 1, 1899. 
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